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W a r n i n g
Firefighting is an ULTRAHAZARDOUS, 

UNAVOIDABLY DANGEROUS activity.

Neither this Journal nor any other will
protect you from all burns, injuries, 

diseases, conditions or hazards.

No publication can replace proper training, 
experience and constant practice in

firefighting tactics and skills. 
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CREDITS 

The Art Of Firemanship is published by 
Brian Bastinelli in association with The Art 
Of Firemanship Days. 

Our editorial board is made up of Brian 
Bastinelli, Brian Yonkin, Nick Lindsay and 
Kyle Bertin.

Our mission is to provide a venue for like 
minded firemen to share information with 
each other so that we may all improve in 
our ability to carry out the mission of our 
great fire service and do it with no EGO or 
drama. 

THANK YOU

Thank you to everyone who continues to 
give us and this journal a chance. 

It’s no easy task and we sincerely 
appreciate your support and kind words. 

We love what we do and we hope to pass 
on to others what so many have passed on 
to us. 

Your response and support has been 
humbling to say the least. 

. 

Cover Photo - Brian Bastinelli - Firemen oPerate 
on the C side oF a well involved rowhome Fire in 
York, Pa. this was the seCond multi alarm Fire within 
BloCks in minutes.

BaCk Cover - harrisBurg Firemen From the allison 
hook and ladder heading to the rooF.

aBove - Jason Coleman-CoBB - harrisBurg Firemen 
aFter venting the rooF on a rowhouse Fire.

Previous Page - Jason Coleman-CoBB - harrisBurg 
Firemen going to work on a Fatal rowhouse Fire
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“no man
ever was glorious,

who was not
laborious.”

-Benjamin Franklin
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#RESPECT

Respect as defined by the dictionary is “a 
feeling of deep admiration for someone 
or something elicited by their abilities, 
qualities, or achievements.”

Based on this definition we can reasonably 
conclude that in order for one to be held 
in a position of respect, their abilities 
must first be developed, the qualities 
must be possessed and the achievements 
completed.

That would lead us to then believe that 
respect is something that is earned over 
time and through significant effort.

It is not something bestowed upon us 
simply by our arrival in this service or via 
promotion to a position of rank. 

It also would seem then, that it isn’t 
something that is necessarily taken with us 
from one position in life to another. Rather, 
it’s something that we must continually 
work to nurture and cultivate throughout 
our lives and careers. 

As a probie, respect is certainly not 
assumed. But as a probie it should 
absolutely be given to others. As someone 
walking in the door, you are an unproven 
entity. You should understand that, and 
work quietly and diligently to prove your 
abilities and worth to the organization. 

As a you move along in your career and 
knowledge and experience are gained, it is 
easy to assume that respect will come along 
with it. 

However, that’s not always the case. The way 
you interact with people and treat those 
above and below you will weigh heavily 
on other’s perception of you and thus the 
amount of respect given to you. 

It’s easy to set the ‘cruise control’ in this 

part of your career. But don’t be lulled into 
complacency here. The development of 
abilities, the nurturing and cultivation of 
qualities and the drive to achieve are just as 
important now as on day one. 

Not all who grow older in this career will 
be given the respect of a senior man. 
Only those who have been successful in 
developing others respect as a person and 
fireman will be bestowed this coveted title. 
It should be held in the highest regard. 

The responsibility to develop young firemen, 
challenge those above them and pass on 
the knowledge and experience gained by 
your time on the job and those who’ve gone 
before you, is critical for a department to 
function the way it should. 

This position should not only be respected 
by those junior and senior to the senior 
man, but as importantly if not more so, by 
the senior man himself.  

Those who CHOOSE to move into officer’s 
positions often become confused about 
how respect is applied at this level. 

In order for an officer to be respected by 
their peers and subordinates, they must 
have effectively done the jobs required of 
them as they rose through the ranks and 
they must give respect to the position they 
are now  in and the responsibilities of it. 

If those are accomplished, they then must 
not forget where they came from, how 
they didn’t like being treated and that 
their position regardless of rank does not 
demand respect. 

The respect given to you by your men and 
women is only as good as the respect that 
you give them. Treat them fairly and equally 
and with dignity across the board and they 
will do the same for you.
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You cannot manufacture respect. You 
cannot become something you weren’t 
or aren’t. Firemen will see through it in a 
second. 

Don’t try to gain respect by doing the 
things you think will make you look ‘salty’ or 
bad ass. 

Gain it by doing your job. 

Gain it by having strong core values and 
instilling them in your organization. 

Gain it by never forgetting how important it 
is to be good at your job. 

Gain it by not forgetting where you came 
from, but by also not forgetting the 
responsibilities of where you are today. 

It takes years to nurture and cultivate a 
reputation and the respect of others, but it 
takes only mere seconds to destroy it. 

So many have sacrificed so much in the 
name of our great service. No matter what 
your rank, no matter what your tenure, we 
should all be striving to give them and 
the citizens we serve the highest level of 
respect by showing up, being engaged and 
DOING YOUR JOB. 

Be smart, be as safe as  you can and always, 
DO YOUR JOB!

Brian Bastinelli

Editor

(I can be reached at brianbastinelli@gmail.com)
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This months issue is dedicated to the 
memory of Harrisburg fireman Dan Wolfe. 

Dan recently passed away after a short 
battle with Neuro-endicrine Cancer.

He was a 35 year veteran of the fire service, 
starting as a volunteer with the Paxtang 
Fire Company in suburban Harrisburg. Later 
he joined the volunteers of Squad 8 in 
Harrisburg City.  

Dan hired on to the Harrisburg Bureau Of 
Fire in 1990 and served as a fireman for 24 
years and was assigned badge #8.

He spent the majority of his career on the A 
platoon and retired from the D platoon. 

Dan loved being a truckman and spent 
most of his time on Tower 1.

He was a great hockey player and played on 
the Bureau Of Fire team. 

Dan loved the job. As you can see in the 
photo above, he was one of those guys who 
you could count on to be where he needed 
to be, when he needed to be there, doing 
what he needed to do.

We morn the loss of our brother Dan but 
we celebrate the life of a man who quietly 
set the example for how to be a brother, a 
friend and one hell of a fireman.

We’ll miss you buddy...
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Truck Co., Harrisburg, PA



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION ONE

B
r

ia
n

 B
a

s
t

in
e

ll
i



SECTION ONE

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  11

THE LESSONS ARE IN THE RING

Brian Yonkin

Firemen, not unlike fighters, have to engage in order to overcome 
their opponent or obstacles. 

Do not give into those people who criticize you.

 All they want to do is occupy space in your mind, control your 
thoughts, and manipulate your actions. 

Cruelty is cheap, easy and a chicken shit tactic.

Do not try to win over the haters, you’re not a jackass whisperer.

Haters are everywhere.

Haters are your biggest fans, they just cheer a little differently.

Those who are talking the most shit, are doing the least.

Look for those doing the most, follow them, for they don’t have 
time to criticize, because they are getting shit done.

The lessons are in the ring.

Not in the stands.
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SECONDS COUNT!

Jason Lloyd

Seconds count!!

I was brought up in a fire service that 
preached that seconds count; practice tasks 
until you can do them in your sleep, and 
then keep practicing! Learn as much as you 
can, and pay attention to detail. Early on, I 
also remember being taught to treat every 
response as if it was your own family or 
property, regardless of whether it was a call 
in the projects or the Riverside mansions.  

I have always held these fire service morals 
in the highest regard, and ultimately, they 
have caused me to change and operate 
differently than the way to which some 
may be accustomed. Possibly the most 
notable difference, which is the main point 
of discussion for this article, is personnel 
coming off of the apparatus with their 
face pieces, helmets, chin straps, ear flaps, 
gloves, and SCBA cylinder already on; the 
only thing they have to do before entering 
a hazardous atmosphere is click their 
regulator into their face piece. 

Now, I can just hear some of you tensing 
up already, but please relax that sphincter 
slightly and keep reading.  Let me also 
clarify that I don’t expect everyone to come 
off of the rig with all of their equipment 
on and ready to go. Only two groups of 
firefighters responding to reported fires that 
sound credible and confirmed working fires 
should perform these actions: members 
riding in positions that are responsible for 
advancing attack lines and backup lines; 
and members that are given the role of 
search and rescue. These members should 
absolutely come off the rig with all of their 
equipment on and be ready to go to war! 
These members should be prepared to 
open that apparatus door and start moving 
towards their objective with as few breaks 
or interruptions as possible! I mean …that is 
the goal, right?

I can imagine the older members in the 
service might cite this practice as a blatant 
safety hazard; they will say that you cannot 

do a proper size up with your face piece on, 
you cannot communicate with your face 
piece on, you have limited visibility with 
your face piece on, the face piece fogs up, 
and my favorite- you get tunnel-vision when 
you put your face piece on. I will agree and 
say that all of these concerns are valid, but 
I will then tell you that, like so many other 
tasks on the fire ground, we need to simply 
train and become PROFICIENT doing these 
fire ground functions while wearing our face 
piece.  

Sure, it’s easy to say, “Become proficient in 
operating this way,” but like so many other 
things in the fire service, you get out of it 
what you put into it. Do you just want to 
be an OK fireman, or do you want to be a 
great fireman that not only provides great 
service to their community, but influences 
and effects change within the service itself? 
To become proficient to the point that you 
operate like this, you need to have a good 
grasp on things such as neighborhood 
familiarization, response areas, types 
of construction, and equipment and 
operations. The idea is to spend more time 
in preparation to cut down and streamline 
when it’s time to operate! 

The event in my life that solidified this idea 
for me was the first grab I ever had. I say 
this with the utmost humility, as I screwed 
up plenty! It was a daylight fire, and it 
was reported working, with entrapment 
from the go.  At the time, I was working 
on a truck company, and we were a two 
man truck. My partner and I had things 
worked out, since he had to get out to 
get his air pack and other equipment on, 
that he would provide any necessary radio 
traffic upon arrival so that I could go as 
soon as the truck stopped. We were the 
third piece on scene of a small, two-story, 
ordinary single family. Fire was standing 
out one window on the second floor. The 
engine’s backseat rider was stretching an 1 
¾ handline to the front door area. I saw the 
first-in truck driver getting his air pack on, 
and his partner was taking a ground ladder 
to perform VES to the uninvolved bedroom 
window on the second floor. 

As we came to a stop, I was out the door 
and moving toward the building. Since the
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first in truck was already preparing to VES, 
I figured I would try the interior stairwell, 
since it was a second floor fire.  I came up 
to the porch and passed the nozzle man, 
who was kneeling down, putting his face 
piece on by the front door. 

The door was already open, so right into the 
living room I went, and I found the first-in 
truck’s captain kneeling at the base of the 
stairs, putting his face piece on. I jogged 
past him, and as I went up the stairs, I 
clicked my regulator into my face piece 
and took a breath. At the top of the landing 
it was pretty simple: a door of fire to the 
left, or a door of smoke to the right. At the 
time, I couldn’t even see a small bathroom 
door immediately in front of me. I made 
the right into the smoke filled room, and 
I was kneeling about three feet inside the 
doorway. I thought I would pull up my 
TIC and quickly scan the room. Problem 
was, the retractable lanyard on the TIC got 
tangled up in the irons I was carrying. 

While trying to look through the TIC, I felt 
radiant heat on my back that caused me to 
react. I threw the irons down to my left and 
moved forward away from the fire, along 
the left-hand wall. I found myself at the one 
window in the room, and the first-in truck 
was taking the window from the exterior. 
I startled the incoming VES firefighter as I 
grabbed the window sash to yell that I was 
searching the room and to let him know 
how hot it was. I continued around the 
room and came to the bed, checked the 
top of the bed, and simply started to climb 
across. 

I was thinking, “OK...I’ve pushed my luck far 
enough; I’m out of here.” When I stepped off 
the bed, I rolled my ankle and realized that 
I had put my foot down on the victim’s leg. 
Here was the victim, lying right beside the 
bed the entire time. When I first entered 
the room, planning on a quick look with 
the TIC, I could have found the victim 
immediately if I had only felt 12” to my right. 

I quickly realized where the victim’s head 
and shoulders were and grabbed up under 
the armpits. The patient’s head was away 
from the stairs, so I had to turn the patient 
around to take them towards the stairs. 
The engine had just made the landing and 
started knocking the fire. The captain was 
also right there, and he helped me remove 
the patient to the outside of the building. 
The patient was in arrest, and after about 
two minutes of CPR, the patient had strong 
pulses and was breathing on their own. 

The main point I want you to take away is 
that all of that happened in the amount 
of time it took my cohorts to put their 
face pieces and remaining equipment on.  
Let me also stress that all of the people I 
discussed in this call are very respectable 
firemen that are aggressive and good at 
their jobs, they were just used to putting 
their PPE on at a different point in the 
response than I.  

Seconds count! In this case, with these 
people, that equated to enough time 
to search and find a victim in a single 
bedroom.  
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Recently, my oldest son came to me, 
expressing interest in the fire service. This 
kid has obviously been in the firehouse 
before, but by no means does he live and 
breathe it. 

Our local fire company has a junior 
program, so we joined, and within the first 2 
weeks we were at our first training. He had 
the opportunity to put on turnout gear for 
the first time. Some of the other juniors that 
had about a year on were advancing dry 
lines and throwing ground ladders. The kids 
were wearing airpacks but not breathing air. 

I told my son that he was going to wear his 
face piece the entire time. When repacking 
hose, he could drop his pack, but I wanted 
him wearing the face piece the entire 
training. 

Two hours later the boy had stretched and 
repacked several hand lines and thrown 

several ladders with the other juniors. 

Initially, when I told him he was going 
to wear his face piece the entire night, 
he questioned it and didn’t understand 
my motives. After about two hours of 
operations while wearing it, I asked him 
how he was doing and what he thought of 
it. He stated that he was already getting to 
the point of being used to it being there! 

I walked him along the analysis of the 
experience and explained that you might 
have to look around a little more to have 
that complete view of obstacles, especially 
things directly in front of your feet.

We talked about controlling our breathing 
and becoming intimately knowledgeable 
of our equipment and how to use it to 
minimize adverse effects, such as fogging, 
or adjusting straps and buckles with a 
gloved hand. 
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We talked about the importance of 
being in shape and taking the time to 
catch your breath to provide a clear and 
understandable message. 

As for the tunnel vision- simple practice 
and getting used to the face piece 
eliminates any issue of tunnel vision and 
makes the entire operation more fluent 
and proficient.  

Ultimately, we are here for our citizens, 
and in these situations, I’m talking about, 
they need us most. 

Absolutely every second counts, and 
if you can change the way you do 
business in order to make that grab a 
little bit quicker, it might just be the 
little bit that makes the difference.                                     
(I can be reached at hfd3@comcast.net) B
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These...

Are for 
these...

Not fire-ground tactics.



SECTION TWO

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  17

There is  an incredible amount of 
information out there about how 

to do this job. 

Take it  for what it ’s  worth.

Consider your staff ing,  your 
equipment,  your district ,  your 
training and your experience.

Then apply what works for your 
department and your community. 

We are not all  the same. What 
works for you may not work for us. 

However,  we must all  be well 
prepared to do what works for 

THEM.
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THE HARRISBURG HALLWAY

Brian Bastinelli

Row home fires have many challenges and 
can quickly tax the available manpower in 
any size department. 

This issue is exacerbated in departments 
with typically low staffing. The Harrisburg 
Bureau of Fire falls squarely into this 
category. With an on duty minimum staffing 
of 14 firefighters and a command officer, 
staffing is a major issue on the fire-ground. 

Developing ways to adapt and overcome 
is mandatory because, regardless of our 
staffing, our obligation to the public 
remains the same. 

When you have a row going good, crews can 
quickly become fatigued just by going up 
and down the steps to get from one house 
to another. 

When the fire is traveling in the cockloft, 
time is of the essence. The fire can travel 
over an exposure and on to others in the 
time needed to get crews repositioned 
in the next home in the row.  Time spent 
taking a charged line out of a home or 
going to get another one can be the 
difference in how many homes are affected. 

Over the years we’ve developed a technique 
we call the Harrisburg Hallway.  It’s simply a 
term we’ve coined for the act of breaching 
walls between row homes for quicker access 
and ability to catch up to a running fire. 

We call it the Harrisburg Hallway because 
we try to make those breaches in as close to 
a line as possible to aid in moving the hose 
line between multiple homes. 

This has been a very effective tactic for 
us and the benefit often outweighs the 
additional damage.  And quite often, these 
walls would require opening anyway to 
check for fire extension. 

If the wall is of wood frame construction, 

we’ll breach two bays and take out 
the middle stud. If the wall is of brick 
construction, we’ll breach it in as close to 
a triangle as possible to help distribute the 
load of the wall itself. 

We’ll do this as many times as is necessary 
to access the homes effected, thus the 
term hallway. However, this isn’t something 
we just do. There must be a need to get 
through to the other homes, and the 
conditions must warrant the extra damage. 
We’re looking to quickly get between 
homes to cut off the spreading fire. 

When making the Harrisburg Hallway we 
also notify command so that they are aware 
of the additional openings between the 
buildings and so that adjustments can be 
made in the tracking of personnel on the 
fire-ground.  Crews must keep command up 
to date on their location. 

Certainly, this is nothing new or ground-
breaking, but simply a tool in our box to be 
taken out and utilized at the right time. 
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ARE YOU A “TRUCK DRIVER” OR 
DO YOU JUST DRIVE THE TRUCK?

Ricky Riley

It’s shift change at your firehouse, or 
maybe you’ve come in to drive for a couple 
hours at the volunteer house. You grab 
your gear and head to the rig you’ve been 
assigned to drive and throw your gear in the 
compartment. Some of what you do next 
is the difference between being the person 
who drives the truck and someone who is a 
Truck Driver…

How you became qualified to drive the 
apparatus is entirely up to your department. 
It could be through demonstrating driving 
skills, coupled with the ability to operate 
the jacks and ladder. It could involve a task 
book, where the skills are checked off as an 
instructor covers them with a student. Or, if 
you are lucky, your department assigns you 
to a real Truck Driver to run you through 
the paces. Ideally, you become so familiar 
with the Truck that it begins to feel like an 
extension of your person. In fact, you and 
the Truck can get anywhere necessary, and 
you operate the rig almost on instinct. These 
are some of the traits a good Truck Driver 
will instil into the newest Driver. For the 
sake of the department and the citizens, 
this is a good thing.

Becoming a Truck Driver requires a 
dedication to the task and a willingness 
to get out of the firehouse and out on the 
street. Usually, with the delivery of a new 

rig, the manufacturer will provide some 
training to the members. A couple of hours 
of something along the lines of, “This is what 
this switch does, this is where the stabilizer 
pins go, here is the lever to make this go 
up and down,” and so forth. Typically, the 
training is just a quick and easy overview 
to provide the basics of operation. After 
this, it’s time to take it to the next level and 
make sure your Truck Drivers are in the right 
place, operationally. 

Drivers need to know the ins and outs 
of all the operations on the rig and the 
device, how each system operates, and 
the back-up for the system in case of a 
failure. Do they know how to operate every 
piece of equipment that is carried in the 
compartments? Not just the basics, but 
how to break it down, clean it, and, more 
importantly, how to put it back together. 
This is something that requires aJa
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commitment of time, and it means time 
lost in the recliner. 

As we move to the Driver’s seat, a new 
Driver needs to be dedicated to this part of 
the process. The future Truck Driver needs 
to understand the feel of the apparatus, 
how it handles in turns, how it feels during 
de-acceleration and in sudden stops, how 
long it takes to stop at different speeds, 
and the reaction of the weight of the rig 
as it maneuvers. With the sizes of newer 
apparatus, an understanding of where all 
the parts of the rig are and how to operate 
on the streets is crucial. The Driver needs 
to understand the swing-out of the rear of 
the truck as they take. This will allow him 
to understand the approaches to turns 
onto side streets and where the rear of the 
truck is going to go. There are some big 
rear-ends on fire trucks, and that swing has 
the potential to cause damage to civilian 
property, as well as the apparatus, if the 
Driver does not know how turning the 
wheel impacts the rear of the truck. 

On rear-mount towers, we have the concern 
of front overhang. The basket and aerial 
sticking out over the cab has clipped many 
a sign and tree. Drivers need to be aware 
of and know how to compensate for the 
approaches on streets that have these 
obstructions. Part of this knowledge comes 
from having familiarity with the response 
area and knowing the locations of all the 
difficult approaches. To get this knowledge 
means the Driver must be out in the streets 
on which they respond. Not on an iPad or 
Google Maps, but physically driving these 
streets, and driving them A LOT. 

Now that we have the new Truck Driver 
comfortable with the driving, let’s move on 
to positioning.  Positioning is a skill that 
must be taught. After having a feel of the 
rig, driving-wise, the new Driver can work on 
gaining the visual knowledge of where the 
jacks and stabilizers are and how they look 
in the mirrors when lining up on the street 
or alley. As the Driver approaches the fire 
scene, they need to know when to begin to 
slow down to get a good view of the area 
for positioning and where to go per their 
department SOP. They need to see what’s 
in the way: any obstacles, wires, other 
apparatus, and where they want to position 
in relation to the fire or rescue scenario. 

This review of variables should be practiced 
on every run. Don’t let your Driver just park 
the rig at incident scenes; ensure they park 
tactically every time. This should happen 
regardless of whether or not you have 
anything showing. Practice it, practice it 
and practice it again.  This practice will 
absolutely pay off the day you pull into a 
block with fire showing from the building 
and people hanging from the window.  
That’s the day all the training pays off – 
when all the Driver’s skills are pressed into 
service.
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Each apparatus has its own unique setup 
and positioning criteria that allows the 
Driver to achieve the maximum reach and 
scrub surface. Understanding the relation 
between the proper positioning and the 
achievement of the best reach and scrub 
area is a skill that should not be undersold 
to a new Driver. By knowing how to 
position the rig and where the jacks and 
stabilizers are in relation to obstructions 
and cars, the Driver can put the rig in just 
the right spot to get set up for operation 
in the most efficient way possible. In the 
end, this benefits the civilians as well as 
the firefighters on the scene. Let’s get that 
new Driver to practice this skill during 
their training, to build confidence in their 
abilities while under the watchful eye of the 
“Truck Driver”

Operation of the boom or ladder is another 
crucial skill that must be practiced.  This 
activity should happen without having to 
look at the levers each time the device 

is moved. Knowing which levers do what 
without having to constantly check will 
come in handy in the wee hours of the 
morning, when you are placing the boom 
in service to rescue a trapped occupant 
or firefighter. Smooth positioning with 
minimal moves only comes with practice 
and must be learned by a new Driver. 
Gaining this confidence comes with 
frequently operating the device, not just on 
drill nights or during morning checks. 

Having this ability happens by setting up 
the rig and operating the device at every 
chance that comes along. It means we 
might be on the scene a little longer while 
the driver practices sticking the building 
or working to place the basket to the sill 
of the window on the top floor to rescue 
an imaginary occupant using the smallest 
number of movements of the boom. Don’t 
make excuses to get back to the firehouse. 
Use the time on incident scenes and 
when riding around to spot buildings and 
actually raise and lower the device to roofs, 
windows, balconies, and parapets. These 
skills will always need to be brushed up 
upon, regardless of your tenure or status in 
your department. 

So with all this said, and plenty left unsaid, 
there are many important techniques and 
training options for Truck Drivers. Please 
don’t be the person that just steers the 
truck to the fire and operates it with a 
high standard of mediocrity.  Strive to be 
that Truck Driver: the person who can be 
counted on for having the abilities and 
knowledge to be a premier Truck Driver.  It’s 
our job and duty to be that proficient and 
capable.
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TO PROTECT LIVES AND EXTINGUISH FIRE

Bill Schnaekel

This excellent picture is from the Norristown 
Professional Firefighters Local 2335 
Facebook page. It was taken by Officer Joe 
Peterson and used with his permission. 
The description reads: “Crews about to 
make a push on a well involved 3 story row 
dwelling this morning on the 600 block of 
Chain Street. Career crews made a great 
knockdown with very limited manpower.” 
This is not the first time I’ve seen some 
impressive work from that region as some of 
you might recall from an article I previously 
wrote for another venue. 

I have often heard other firefighters ask 
how they can apply the UL / NIST studies to 
the fires they respond to with the limited 
staffing that they have. This picture, along 
with the accompanying text, reminds me of 
it every time.

Exterior fires generally require exterior lines 
while interior fires require interior lines. 
That can be taken out of context of course, 
but I’m sure the majority reading this will 
understand.

Transitional and coordinated attack, burned 
versus unburned, two in / two out; they 
all have something in common and that 
is that with limited staffing, you can only 
accomplish one task at a time. 

Take comfort in knowing that while the 
variables and circumstances may change, 
the purpose of hose line remains the same; 
to protect lives and extinguish the fire. 

When faced with these variables, members 
need to have a solid plan to carry out. While 
you can make those decisions on the fly, 
taking some time to train on and discuss 
them with your crew will pay dividends. 
Deck fire with an engine crew of three? 
That’s easy, take the line around the back. 
Room and contents in the rear of the 
second floor? No problem, take the line 
through the front door for their protection 
and ours. There are too many possibilities 
to discuss in this article, but make sure you 

take the time to do it with your crew. 

Members often get confused when there 
aren’t any additional resources on the 
scene of an outside fire that has extended 
inside or the other way around. In this 
situation, interior conditions and occupant 
accountability are the most significant 
variables. 

If the second arriving engine is hot on the 
tail of the first, the first will have the luxury 
of another option. They can attempt to 
attack the seat of the fire or deploy the line 
with life safety in mind. For this reason, we 
might consider calling our initial lines the 
first and second hose lines as opposed to 
attack and back-up lines. In any case, the 
effort needs to be carefully coordinated and 
communicated. Captain Tommy Dunn once 
said “Companies today do not understand 
or believe in the interrelationship between 
tactical performance and the safety and 
accomplishment of another task”. No truer 
words can be spoken.   

Life safety, incident stabilization, and 
property conservation are our priorities.  
With incidents, such as basement fires (with 
a walk out), attached garages, and deck 
fires, the only lives we need to consider 
may be our own. This is not to suggest that 
civilians aren’t our top priority but to send a 
crew directly over a well involved fire while 
all occupants are reported to have made it 
out is not in our best interest.  

When arriving alone, even the best 
companies must choose one tactic over 
the other. An aggressive chauffeur can help 
by throwing a ladder and or stretching the 
second line, but if you make a habit out 
of committing him to do everything else, 
you’re asking for trouble at the pump and 
that will have a domino effect.

Interestingly, when you ask any group of 
firefighters whose lives matter most, you’ll 
get a variety of answers. Some indicate that 
theirs is the most important, adding that if 
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they aren’t available to save lives, who will? 
Others claim that the civilians come first 
which at times gives the impression that 
those firefighters do not operate safe. 

To be fair, it is way too subjective to give a 
legitimate answer. If you and I are pulling 
a victim out and all the sudden you go 
down too, don’t be surprised if the civilian’s 
day just got a lot worse. That’s because 
you come first. On the contrary, if you’ve 
convinced yourself that a “transitional” 
attack is the best way to fight every fire, 
you solely have our safety in mind and are 
neglecting to account for a potential victim. 
There are moral and legal obligations and 
anyone ignoring them is setting themselves 
up for a world of regret, including potential 
lawsuits. Why? Because the civilians we 
swore to protect come first.

Life safety is the primary reason why we go 
through the front door. It is typically the 
path of least resistance and the one that 

will more than likely be taken by those 
occupants trying to escape in the first 
place. 

All of this is a moot point of course if 
personnel in position to make initial 
decisions don’t pay attention to mistakes 
made in the past. Study our history: 
the journals, reports, textbooks, and 
documents. Safety is a goal that can be 
accomplished through strategies and 
tactics but there is a need to submerge 
yourself and learn what you can.

In closing, I will remind you of yet another 
quote from Deputy Chief Vincent Dunn. 
“There are no new lessons to be learned 
from a firefighter’s death or injury. The 
cause of a tragedy is usually an old lesson 
we have not learned or have forgotten 
along the way.”

Take care, have fun, use your head and be 
safe. Until next time….
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TRUCK CONSIDERATIONS FOR FULLY 
INVOLVED STRUCTURES

Shawn Donovan

Every once in a while, you’ll hear, “Not much 
for the trucks to do at that one,” when 
seeing a fully involved building on the news 
or in a video.  But is it really true?  If there 
is fire from sidewalk to shingles, is there 
nothing for a truck company to do until the 
fire is under control?

I think there is.  I think the same priorities 
and tasks for an interior attack apply to 
a defensive-on-arrival type of fire, with 
a different application. We still need to 
search, create access and egress, and 
support the work the engine companies 
are trying to do.  We may also need to start 
setting up for master stream work, which is 
a discussion topic for another article.

Let’s try to define, “defensive on arrival.”  
Defensive on arrival could be described as

a fire where the amount and location of 
fire showing is at the point where arriving 
crews’ options are limited to exterior attack 
or exposure protection.  Or, look at it like an 
MCI (Mass Casualty Incident), except with 
fire; initial companies are overwhelmed by 
the task at hand. 

Search may sound like a futile effort when 
the building appears to be fully involved.  
We need to be honest with ourselves when 
we make the claim a building is fully 
involved. Is it?  Is it REALLY fully involved?  
Are there survivable spaces on a lower floor 
if the top floors are showing fire out all the 
windows?  The answer is most likely yes.  
Yes, there are.  Does that mean you should 
commit your crew to a search?  I cannot 
answer that for you.  I cannot answer that 
for myself.
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I’d have to decide based on what we see 
and what reports we are getting on arrival.  
Specific reports of occupants could sway 
that decision, maybe to the point that VES 
is initiated.  Specific reports are important, 
not the all-too-common generalizations 
from someone who has no idea about 
the occupant situation but wants to 
seem helpful.  Lives, theirs then ours, 
need to be our highest priority.  We have 
equipment, training, experience, and water.  
Occupants have none of that.  We need 
to use everything we have at our disposal 
for the occupants. What if the building 
truly is showing fire from every opening?  
The search is going to be exterior only.   
Occupants may have jumped or attempted 
to re-enter for some unknown reason.  We 
need to verify nobody is in the yard.  This 
sounds like an easy task, but a conscious 
effort needs to be made to look for possible 
victims.  They may crawl away and attempt 
to hide from the radiant heat, or may just 
go until they are stopped by an 

obstacle they cannot easily negotiate. If a 
360 is mandated by your department, and a 
fire truly is defensive, take a lot of extra time 
to make sure the surrounding area is clear.  
A secondary search should be completed by 
another member after the first one to make 
sure the area is clear.

Our search shouldn’t be limited to the 
fire building and surrounding landscape; 
if there is any possibility of exposures 
catching fire - any possibility at all - those 
buildings need to be searched, evacuated, 
and interior doors closed. If we delay 
evacuating exposures until they are 
smouldering or catching fire, we will only 
make our job harder and the situation more 
dangerous for potential occupants. Closing 
the doors seems like a minor thing, but 
if things don’t go as planned on the fire 
attack, closed doors will help control the 
spread of fire through those exposures.  If 
we perform a search, we will already be 
familiar with the buildings if we have to 
mount an attack inside them or from them.
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Truck crews need to provide access.  Any 
fences that impede movement around a 
building need to be opened up or cut down.  
With taller chain link fences, leave the top 
rail in place; it’s usually the most substantial 
thing to cut, and the benefits of removal are 
minor.  Cutting the top rail also makes the 
fence material itself more awkward to move.  
Cut the chain link mesh between two posts 
to open a section, and then yank the fence 
free of the ties holding it to the top rail.  
Leave the fence attached to the posts when 
cutting; it’ll hold the fence in place for you 
work.  It can be further opened later on if 
needed, or if the sharp edges become a 
problem.  Grass and vegetation can grow 
into chain link and make it impossible to 
remove; just cut a section and push it over.  
It’s slippery to walk on, but it’s quicker and 
safer than trying to cut it free of the over 
growth.

Picket-style, stockade, and assorted wood 
and vinyl fences come in a small variety of 
attachment methods.  If there is no gate, 
and no saw, try to start at an end or corner 
and pry a section away from a post.  If you 
can get at the top and middle to pry or 
unseat it from the attachment method, you 
can push it over.  The bottom will be the 
most difficult, so get it with a saw later. If 
taking a section isn’t an option start pulling 
the slats off.  Engine companies will have to 

climb over, or launch an attack through, the 
fence until more time can be devoted to the 
problem.  An added benefit in leaving some 
fences intact is that the firefighter on the 
pipe will have something to hide behind to 
protect him from the radiant heat.

When talking about access, we aren’t only 
talking about humans, but water as well.  
If we have a boarded up building, efforts 
need to be made to pull off the plywood 
and force doors.  Water must be applied 
to the seat of the fire, and we need to 
prepare for the possibility of bringing 
the fight inside.  We cannot hope to get 
ahead of a fire by cooling what has already 
burned (fire, smoke).  We have to cool the 
material that is currently burning.  If we are 
making an interior attack, then yes, cool 
the environment if it’s too hot.  But on an 
exterior attack we need solid or straight 
streams that penetrate the fire and reach 
the seat to cool the burning material. What 
would be the risk in venting too much in a 
defensive fire?  The fire will grow stronger?  
Maybe, but we are opening up for better 
attack.  We should expect a little growth, 
but that should be followed with a stream.  
We need to attack the fire on all sides.  
We cannot hope to extinguish and entire 
building through one or two openings. 
There is a reason its called a “surround and 
drown” or a “pour in”: we need as much 
water on the fire as possible.
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The Art Of 
firemanship 

doesn’t 
always occur 

on the 
fire-ground.

DON’T EVER THINK YOUR QUIET 
DEDICATION AND EFFORT PREPARING 

FOR BATTLE IS A WASTE OF YOUR TIME.
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Colin Kelley and Mark Carcamo

When arriving to the fire building there are 
several reasons to take the inside (closest to 
the fire building) position over the outside 
position. However, before we get into 
those reasons we should first list our aerial 
spotting priorities. We position and throw 
the aerial for the following purposes and in 
this order.

1) Roof access for vertical ventilation.

2) Victim removal from elevated floors.

3)  Access to upper floors for firefighters and 
hoselines.

4) E.M.S.; Take it easy paramedics, we’re 
talking about elevated master streams.

 Keeping this hierarchy  in mind, we’ll now 
cover some general rules and mindsets 
that our spotting operation follows when 
choosing the outside or inside spot.

Uninvolved to involved

Generally speaking, when operating in the 
offensive strategy, we spot the first aerial 
on scene for roof access. This positioning 
should land the roof team in the uninvolved 
portion of the building (see spotting priority 
number one above). This should also place 
the aerial ladder in the position to protect 
the largest amount of uninvolved structure. 

This is, of course, not always possible 
and our spotting priorities should not be 
abandoned in the interest of protecting 
the “most property” in the event of a 
defensive fire. After all, E.M.S. (elevated 
master streams) are our last priority.  On the 
offensive fire, we should be spotting with an 
offensive mindset.  

With this explained, the outside spot is 
generally our plan “A”. Why?

a. This spot allows the best access for the 
Engine Companies.

b. It opens up the front of the building for 
hose lays, supply lines, and ground ladders.

c. Provides a better climbing angle for aerial 
ladders.

d. Helps to avoid the collapse zones of 
“Pre-1933” unreinforced masonry buildings 
aka “U.R.M.”, as well as concrete tilt wall 
construction aka “Tilt Up’s.

SPOTTING YOUR AERIAL
REAL WORLD TIPS FOR MAXIMIZING THE “ INSIDE SPOT”
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In both the pics above and below, the 
outside spot was taken. They illustrate how 
spotting to the outside can open up the 
front of the building for engine company 
access. Furthermore, when arriving to 
buildings that don’t require an aerial ladder 
such as a single story ranch style home, 
the truck should again spot to the outside 
lane thus leaving the front of the building 
for engine companies to establish hose 
lays. Roof access will be accomplished with 
ground ladders so the need for aerial ladder 
placement is minimal.

The Inside Spot

Due to several reasons, the outside spot 
may not be the best option. Some of these 
issues are: 

a. Overhead power lines inhibit aerial ladder 
access. 

b. Maximizing the reach of the aerial on 
taller buildings (pre-plan).

c. Shorter length aerial ladders like 75’ 
instead of 100’.

d. First due on a quint apparatus. 

 • Spotting priority should be for aerial 
placement. In the inside position, the hose 
lay will generally work out. (Pre-plumbed 
waterways may limit this operation due to 
proximity to the structure) 

e. Pulling past or stopping short of the fire 
building to throw forward of the cab or 
back toward the roof will help to avoid: 

 • the waterway hitting the parapet    
  wall

 • power lines

 • a steep front side facade or eyebrow 

 • a tall parapet wall 

 • a bridge truss style roof

 • an address side fire in order to start   
  your ventilation operation in the   
  uninvolved portion of the roof.  

See pics below:

Outside Spot left access for Engines
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To be able to make these decisions while 
approaching the building, you must first 
know the overall footprint of your aerial 
apparatus. Especially the outrigger spread. 
Both the overall width of the truck after 
full extension, as well as,  how far a single 
outrigger extends. Be sure to make these 
measurements from the body of the truck. 
Not the actual length of the outrigger jack . 

Once you’ve made all of these 
measurements, be sure to write them down, 
laminate the card if need be and mount 
it to the inside of the apparatus cab near 
the apparatus height and length placards.  
This will help towards committing these 
distances to memory. 

Above images: Pull past and throw your ladder back to hit two points of 

contact. This will allow access to both the high and low areas of bridge 

truss roofs. Do not apply this technique to arched roofs. 
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In the images above you can see how pulling past & throwing back 

avoided a tall parapet wall & allowed unobstructed alley access. That 

position combined with taking the INSIDE SPOT left an open lane of 

travel on the outside. Taking the time to think out your spot and get it 

right initially sets everyone up for success.

Now that we’ve touched upon the size 
up process when choosing the inside or 
outside spot, let’s discuss a useful tip to 
help you maximize the inside spot. The 
trick to the inside spot is to get the jacks as 
close to the curb/gutter as possible without 
ending up on the sidewalk. Accomplishing 
this all while leaving the most room 
possible on the “off side” of the truck for  
other incoming companies. 

*Sidenote: We’ll cover sidewalks and other 
non-rated surfaces later in this article.  

A useful trick: The average width of a 
U.S. commercially sold passenger vehicle 
ranges from 5.5’ to 6.5’.  We know that the 
two different types of aerial apparatus in 
my organization have outrigger spreads 
of either 4.6’ or 5.6’ in length.  So it makes 
reasonable sense to use the tire marks of 
parked vehicles on corresponding streets to 
help ensure that you maximize your inside 
spot as you approach the scene.  How? 
As you arrive to the fire scene and make 
the choice to take the inside spot try to 
visualize any tire marks that are furthest 
from the curb. Now, slow your speed and 
approach while aligning your “fireside” or 
“on side” front tire with these outer tire 
marks. We do not claim this tip to be a 

sure thing that will work every time. But 
it will work a lot of the time and should 
be a great tool towards helping you, the 
operator, become more in tune and familiar 
with guesstimating the jack spread of your 
apparatus.

Non- Rated Surfaces 

When spotting your jacks and you end up 
to close to the sidewalk keep in mind that 
these surfaces are not “rated”. This means 
that based off the age, construction, and 
overall condition of the side walk, you 
are rolling the dice when using these to 
support the outrigger jacks of your truck.
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We try our best to steer clear of them 
whenever possible. If you’re limited in 
length of ladder due to set back of the 
building or poor apparatus specification 
then you may have to set your jack upon 
the sidewalk. In these instances, we should 
consider a ground-ladder-only operation. 

If you are going to use the sidewalk then 
be sure to hug it tight so that the jack is 
set well into the center of the sidewalk. 
AVOID THE EDGE! Setting the jack near the 
gutter edge can result in the crumbling of 
this concrete from underneath the jack. A 
nightmarish scenario could unfold. 

As far as dirt and grass lawns go, these 
are quite simply off limits. We’ll be blunt. 
“Beaching” is a seriously dangerous 
operation that demonstrates a weak 
understanding and appreciation for the 
weights of these vehicles, as well as the 
cantilevered forces being generated by the 
extension of the aerial ladder.  Infiltration 
and rapid erosion of the soil from water 
being flowed or just soft ground can cause 
the sinking of the apparatus. This will cause 
the apparatus to become unleveled on the 
“fire side” and could create a dangerously 
unstable scenario resulting in the serious 
injury or death of firefighters using this 
ladder. 

There is only one scenario in where we 
would even consider “beaching” the aerial 
apparatus. That would be to rescue a 
civilian that is out of the reach of ground 
ladders. But in general, as a rule, stay off 
these surfaces with your truck company.

“Spot your Duals”

Now all that’s left to discuss is how to spot 
your pedestal.  Whenever possible, we try to 
adhere to a few simple rules that apply to 
this objective. 

Please keep your apparatus parallel to the 
building and inline with the street. This 
means we don’t kick our nose out at a 45 
degree angle at the last minute. This is 
extremely inefficient and will typically block 
other incoming companies from accessing 

the fire building  essentially turning a 
two lane street into a one way street. 
Furthermore, we should try to throw our 
aerial to the building at right angles  off of 
either side. 

We try to avoid throwing forward over the 
cab when arriving in a rear mount. This uses 
up a lot of ladder before its even left the 
cradle. We also try to avoid throwing off of 
or over the rear which would often require 
the truck to back into the objective. This 
adds unnecessary time to the operation 
and depending upon the design of your 
pedestal ladder / steps and gate, makes it 
very, very difficult to ascend and access the 
pedestal itself. This is demonstrated in the 
pic to the right.

By adhering to these two guidelines, we not 
only save time in accessing the roof but we 
also keep  the truck’s footprint the smallest 
possible while operating well within the 
capabilities of our aerial apparatus. 

Spotting the pedestal can be difficult for 
those of us who operate a rear mounted 
aerial ladder. A tip to help with this is to 
visualize where you want your aerial ladder 
to end up on the building. Now visually 
follow that position down the side of the 
building from that position and into the 
street. Use pre-existing landmarks. This will 
allow you to see these landmarks in your 
mirror. Be creative!
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Perhaps there is a large pot hole or crack 
in the general area of where you want your 
duals to be. Maybe there’s a meter cover 
or large gutter opening in this area. Use 
these to help spot your pedestal by lining 
your furthest rear tire and or jack up with 
this landmark. The rear tires and jacks 
are generally in line with the pedestal of 
the apparatus. These landmarks should 
always be on the operators side. Regardless 
if you’ve arrived on the “fire” side or “off” 
side.  It needs to be visible in the operators 
side mirror.  Of course, these objects won’t 
always be there to use as a visual aid but 
when present, these are a great way to get 
familiar with the distance between you, the 
operator, and the pedestal . It’s up to you 
to become intimately familiar with your 
aerial apparatus. With enough “touches”, 
you’ll start to develop the muscle memory 
required to accurately judge these lengths 
and depths to effectively spot your truck 
when it matters most.

For example, in the pic above, if your aerial 
target is the Alpha / Delta corner indicated 
by the red arrow, you simply   follow the 
imaginary line down from that point out 
into the street and would see a large 
crack (green arrow) that lines up with the 
driveway’s edge. This crack in the street is 
now the area you’re trying to spot your rear 
duals (pedestal) in-line with to ensure your 
aerial is in position with this corner of the

building.   

In short, get out and put these guidelines 
to the test within your first due. We 
realize that we’ve placed limitations upon 
your aerial operations. But we must not 
overestimate the capabilities of these 
apparatus. Understand what your ladder 
load chart actually means. Understand 
the difference between “unsupported tip 
load” and “supported” load. There’s a huge 
difference in the strength of the ladder 
between the two. Get out and fine tune 
your spotting operation as well as your full 
“rig to roof” operation. Who’s doing what? 
The choreography is also critical to the 
timeliness and success of the operation. 
Time yourselves. Our goal is 90 seconds 
from rig to roof. That means fully bunkered 
out, with equipment, from the airbrake 
to the pedestal that includes a secondary 
ground to the building. Be sure to study 
the manufacturer’s manual and if there’s 
anything you don’t understand feel free to 
contact them.  

In the end, the only way to master these 
guidelines and the art of spotting is to get  
some “reps” in. Pulling up to the buildings 
within your first due, simulating the fire’s 
location and going through your operations 
is the best way to achieve mastery.  Thank 
you for your time. Now get out and throw 
your aerial. 
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DONT IGNORE THE KNEES

Recently, the Harrisburg Bureau of Fire 
conducted our in-house truck academy 
for our apprentice firefighters that are 
completing their first year of service. 

This intensive program covers all aspects 
of truck company operations, as well as 
aerial apparatus placement, setup, and 
usage. At the end of the program, successful 
candidates are then able to be assigned as 
the second firefighter on a truck company.

We currently have the luxury of having 
many vacant structures with which to work, 
which makes the truck academy training 
very realistic. During the class, we get to 
look at many of the types of buildings that 
we have in the city. 

For those occupancies that we can enter 
and operate inside, we’re able to cover 
building construction and fire behavior in 
the various construction types.

One of the areas on which we spend time 
is knee walls and the inherent issues that 
come along with them. We trained in a 
2-½-story ordinary (Type III) row home and 
a 2-½ story wood frame (Type V) row home 
that both contained significant knee wall 
construction and voids. 

In this series of images from the two 
different styles of building construction, you 
can quickly see the availability of fuel and 
pathways for fire to spread with in the knee 
wall voids.

The first home in the series of images (the 
ordinary construction row) will show before 
and after images from overhaul with no fire 
conditions. The second part of the series 
(the wood frame row) shows some of the 
areas after significant fire damage and 
overhaul.

There are 25 images related two these 
buildings and the knee walls within them. 
Each image will have a caption to explain 
what we found and how it effects fire 
ground operations.

1. 2 ½ story ordinary constructed (Type III) 
row of three homes. Note the different style 
dormers and consider the changes they 
have on the size of the knee wall voids in 
each section of the home.

2. When opening up the roof we were 
careful to leave the ceilings in tact to show 
how the void spaces are interconnected 
from the Knee Wall area over the ceiling 
and into the attic space. In this image you 
can see the side c knee wall space and 
how it is connected to the several inch void 
leading on an angle to the cockloft area. 
There is plenty of fuel to burn in this area.

THE DANGER OF THE KNEE WALL VOID SPACE

Brian Bastinelli
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3. Another view of the side c knee wall 
void area. Notice the open area along the 
brick wall at the bottom of the photo. This 
is open to the second floor ceiling void as 
well as the side b wall void. Hopefully you're 
starting to see how these voids can quickly 
communicate fire throughout the structure.

4. Closer to the peak of the roof above the 
1/2 story attic area ceiling you can see a 
large triangular void space. The chimney 
passes through this area and once again 

you can see a void space open to the areas 
below.

5. This view looking form side C towards the 
A side shows the entire void area opened 
up. You can see the area inside that has 
been finished off for living space and how 
it is almost completely surrounded by 
void spaces. Also you can see how they are 
interconnected and can communicate fire 
rapidly upward. Keep this image in mind 
when considering where you’re going to 
have to vent when fire enters these spaces.
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6. Here is an interior view of the side C Knee 
Wall void area from the inside. The entire 
area behind this wall is void and wide open

.

7. Opening this area is going to be critical 
in controlling fire. This area will likely have 
to be vented from the outside before being 
able to make significant progress from the 
interior. If you suspect there is fire in the 
knee wall void a charged line must be in 
place prior to opening up these voids.

8. Once completely opened you can see the 
large amount of space that was concealed 
here as well as the upward fire spread 
opportunity provided by the rafter bays that 
are interconnected.

9. Another view of the rafter bays. This area 
is connected to the Knee Wall and the 
cockloft. It is also completely constructed of 
wood and can quickly become involved in 
fire and communicate it rapidly toward the 
cockloft. 
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10. This much larger Knee Wall area was 
located on the side C wall of one of the 
homes. Obviously the larger these areas 
area the more fire they can contain. Often 
you will see areas like this with a small door 
in the wall allowing the occupant to utilize 
the area for storage.

11. The size of the dormer can give you 
some clues as to the size of the knee wall. 
Obviously the smaller the dormer the larger 
the area that will be covered by the knee 
wall.

12. This is a shot looking up at the area 
where the rafter bay connects to the 
cockloft. As you can see it opens up into a 
fairly sizable space. A significant volume of 
fire can take hold of this area.

13. Another view of the knee wall area after 
it has been opened up. Also take note 
of  the various layers of ceiling material 
that have been added through the years. 
From plaster and lath to furring strips and 
fiberboard, each layer will make it more and 
more difficult to effectively open the space 
above.
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14. Inside the knee wall space there is 
plenty of opportunity for lateral fire spread 
between attached structures. In this 
image you can see a brick fire wall was 
constructed to prevent lateral fire spread. 
However, you can see that time has taken 
its toll on the wall and there are gaps in 
the mortar which could easily and quietly 
communicate fire to the adjoining space.

15. In the same row you can see a knee wall 
void space where an attempt at a fire wall 
was started but was not completed. The 
discovery of a brick fire wall in these homes 
is always a welcome site, however you can 
not trust that they will be 100 percent 
effective. All of the void spaces must be 
opened up and checked.

16. Many row homes have a rear bump out 
often of two stories. The roof of the two 
story bump out has its own cockloft and 
is usually tied directly into the voids of the 
main portion of the building. Here you can 
see the second story bump out cockloft 
wide open into the 1/2 story side C knee 
wall void. So again, a fire on a lower floor 
can quickly communicate via these paths 
and spread vertically throughout the entire 
structure.

17. In this image we can see the Side A Knee Wall 
before and after opening up.
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18. This image shows the connection point 
between the roof rafter bays and the 
cockloft a the top of the building. Notice 
there is no type of fire stopping allowing for 
quick vertical fire spread.

19. This is an image of the 2-1/2 story wood 
frame row. If you look closely you can see 
that the dormers are quite small which 
creates a potential for a large knee wall 
void space. Another point to consider here 
is exterior fire spread toward the soffit. 
Whether it is fire extending out a window or 
up the exterior of the home once it reaches 
the soffit it has access to the knee wall and 
eventually the common cockloft of the 
building.

20. Again you can see that the dormers 
are small and set back creating a large 
area for void spaces. These dormers are 
also interconnected to the knee wall voids 
and have their own mini cockloft which of 
course is directly tied into the main cockloft 
of the structure.

21. At the bottom right of this dormer 
you can see the open space between the 
knee wall void and the wall of the dormer 
which intern is open to the mini cockloft 
of the dormer and the main cockloft of 
the building. This area must be effectively 
overhauled.
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22. Here is a view of side C and what remains of the knee wall on that side of the building. 
Also if you look closely you can see where a dormer was at one point but was removed and 
covered with plywood. Also note that there was no significant or any for that matter support 
for this area of the roof. Remember to always sound the roof. This is an area that could 
quickly fail under the fire conditions that were found in this room.

23. Fire can travel from the knee wall up through the rafter bays to the cockloft which it did 
here. You can tell by the deep charring that there was a significant volume of fire in this 
area. You can also see by the “clean” wood and walls that this fire was contained within the 
void spaces.
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24. Back at the front window you can see that the area below the window is open to the 
side A knee wall space. This is a sure way for fires to spread vertically within the dormer.

25. A tighter view of the side A Knee Wall void space shows a significant area for fire spread.
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Brian Bastinelli

Serves Six (if you didn’t just come back from a fire)

3 - medium Zucchini cut into chunks

4 - cups of broccoli (chopped up to bite size)

3 - bell peppers (red, orange, yellow), remove seeds, cut into chunks

1 - large onion (type of your liking) chopped to a size you prefer. 

3 - cloves of garlic crushed up

2 - tablespoons (large one) of extra virgin olive oil

2 - boxes of 12 oz penne pasta (use pasta made of veggies to increase the healthiness factor)

2 - cans of garlic roasted crushed tomatoes (drained)

1 - cup of of fresh grated Pecorino cheese  (save extra for sprinkling on top when served.)

1/2 - cup of fresh chopped basil leaves

1 - tea spoon (small one) of crushed red pepper, if you like it hot then add some more!

Get your phone out, search up some old Saturday Night Live on Youtube and chop up your 
broccoli, peppers, onion and crush up the garlic cloves. 

Fill a pot with water, I like to add a little salt and a few splashes of olive oil and get it boiling. 
At the same time fire up the oven and heat it to about 450 degrees. 

Combine the zucchini, peppers, onions, garlic and olive oil in a large bowl and mix it up. 

Then get 2 baking pans and fill them equally with the veggie combo. Put them in the oven 
and roast for about 20 min (or longer if your oven works like the one in our fire house).

Now cook your penne pasta.  When the pasta is done drain the water but keep about about 
a 1/2 cup of it. After draining, put the pasta back in the pot. 

When your veggies are sufficiently roasted pull them out of the oven and add to the pasta.  
Mix in the crushed tomatoes, chopped basil, grated pecorino, crushed red peppers and 
about a 1/4 teaspoon of salt if you’d like. Mix it up. Then pour in the 1/2 cup of pasta water 
and cook over medium heat for 2-3 minutes. 

Transfer into a serving dish sprinkle with cheese and serve with some warm garlic bread. 

Mangia! Mangia!

PENNE PASTA WITH ROASTED VEGETABLES
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The art of firemanship days

Time seems to be moving a bit more quickly 
these days as this year’s event looms on the 
horizon. Our crew is hard at work putting to-
gether this year’s Art Of Firemanship Days. 

Planning for this year has been in the works 
literally since last year’s event was still going 
on.

During the 2016 Art of Firemanship Days we 
were constantly evaluating what was working 
and what we thought needed tweaking or 
simply just needed to be done better. 

We’ve spent the year since then developing 
what we think will be an event that you’ll 
really enjoy and get something out of. 

As many of you have figured out by now 
we’ve left our spot at the Farmshow Complex 
and will be holding all of the classroom ses-
sions as well as may of the HOT sessions at 
the Shumaker Public Safety Training Center 
at HACC.   

Our event partners at HACC have gracious-
ly stepped up and offered us full use of the 
North Campus. This will allow us to consoli-
date operations and make our daily activities 
run a bit more smoothly. 

We have a great line up of classes and at this 
point over 20 of them have already sold out. 
Registration is open until the first week of 
May and our web and Facebook pages will 
be updated regularly as to what classes are 
still available. 

Some of the programs sold out in under 4 
minutes this year!  We’ve quite honestly been 
humbled by your response to this event. 

Even though there are a large number of 
classes sold out, please give the remaining 
programs a good look. We’ve lined up a fan-
tastic cadre of instructors and programs that 
will certainly make you happy you attended. 

The class sizes are smaller and the new facil-
ity is set up for instruction, so we’re excited 
about the increased student/instructor inter-
action this will bring to the table. 

We have two programs that will be held off-
site in buildings in Harrisburg City this year. 

The 3 day Firefighting Operations In High-
rise and Standpipe Equipt Buildings is an 
incredible opportunity to get out into some 
real buildings and work with real systems. 
Don’t be fooled by the name this isn’t a pro-
gram just for firefighters who’s cities have tall 
buildings. Standpipes are everywhere and in 
all types of buildings. 

We’re also hosting a two day Elevator Rescue 
Operations program. This will be held at 
several venues in the city using the selected 
facility’s elevators.  Elevators are everywhere 
from homes to high-rises. This program will 
give you a solid understanding of how to 
handle these increasingly complex incidents.

In addition to these programs there are 
many great classroom sessions such as the 2 
day Managing Major Incidents program. This 
one is designed for incident commanders 
and those who are moving in that direction. 
It is very interactive and challenging. But 
you’ll walk away with knowledge that you 
are better prepared to handle the incidents 
you’ll encounter.

We’re really excited for this year’s event and 
are looking forward to meeting all of you. 
Once you register you’ll be notified via email 
(as the event gets closer) about the social 
activities we have planned.

If there is anything we can help you with, or 
questions we can answer for you please hit 
us up. The contact info is on our web page or 
you can send us a message on Facebook. 

See you in May!!!



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  49



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  51



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  53



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  55



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  57



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  59



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  61



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  63



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  65



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  67



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  69



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  71



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  73



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  75



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  77



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  79



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  81



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  83



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  85



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  87



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  89



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  91



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  93



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  95



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR



SECTION FOUR

THE ART OF FIREMANSHIP |  97



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR

Vent - Enter - Search

Brian Olson

~ Vent ~ 

The air pack slacks

off shoulders like broken

wings, coat opened.

Crowd noise from

the game filters into

the bay. The drill plays

back, no one to offer

a critique except

the rescue dummy who holds

his familiar blank stare, unconcerned

with life or death.
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Up the ladder almost before it crashes

against the house, hope is to hear

the sounds of the helpless, opportunity

to work, but only the sound of feet

on aluminum rungs

scrapes the air. The hook separates

glass from pane.



Volume 02 No. 01 Winter 2017 

SECTION FOUR

~ Enter ~ 

 Walking through the living

quarters, recliners pose like cobras

in full strike.

 Sweep, sound,

floor’s solid. Dark,

combustible wave. Duck in

on hands and knees, quick

to the door a look down the hall,

orange glow pulses like

distant lightning. Time sealed

in a controlled door.
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~ Search ~ 

 On the tailboard, hand on a rail

eyes scan the ladder bed. Halligans

dressed, halyards tied, anticipation

the only noise. Is it worth it? Work stomps

back in its timeless voice, in a hook

that needs washed.

Dresser, chair, bed. Hands are sight

here you listen for cries, thrown

toys, frightened child. The room fills

with mechanical breathing.

Kneeling in the yard, armour

off, steam rises. A child’s voice

echoes, panic a look back

at the window, then across the yard to

a young boy in the arms

of his father.

Joy spoken

in a hacking cough.

 A hand squeezes your shoulder,

“well done Brother, let’s take up.”
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contributors

Brian Bastinelli has been involved in emergency services for the 
last 28 years and has experience as both a volunteer and a career 
firefighter and fire officer. He’s been with the Harrisburg Bureau 
of Fire for 21 years. Currently Brian is a Captain at Ladder 2 in the 
Uptown district of the city on the A Battalion.

Jason Lloyd is a 5th generation fireman that lives and breathes 
every aspect of the fire service from its rich traditions to is never 
ending challenges. Over the last 20 years Jason has been fortunate 
enough to work both in the Volunteer and Paid fire service here in 
South Central Pennsylvania. Jason has always favored truck company 
operations and most of his career has been spent with some of the 
most aggressive and busy trucks in the area. 

Ricky Riley is a tenured veteran student of the fire service. Who has 
served with the Fairfax County Fire & Rescue Department for 20 years 
as a firefighter and Truck Chauffeur, 11 years as the Operations Chief 
for the Clearwater Fire & Rescue in Clearwater, Florida. He currently 
works for the Prince George’s County Fire/EMS Department as the 
Fire Apparatus Manger, and is the Rescue Engine Captain with the 
Kentland Volunteer Fire Department in the same county. Ricky also is 
the President of Traditions Training, LLC, a company that delivers fire 
service programs across the country.

Brian Yonkin is a third generation fireman since 2009. Paramedic 
since 2011. Currently riding the Hot seat on Wagon3  in Harrisburg 
City PA. Former kitchen manager from an Italian restaurant in 
Scottsdale AZ, and sauté cook for oldest restaurant in Pa. When not 
annoying the senior men with questions of the finer details of the 
fire service; I enjoy spending time with my wife, playing with my dogs 
and watching my children grow into incredible human beings.

We would like to once again take the opportunity to thank those who stepped up and took a chance 
with us on a simple idea to put together a journal for firemen, by firemen.  Take a few moments to 
check these guys out and follow their work.  They are just a small example of a movement within the 
fire service to be the best they possibly can at what they do.  We know that shouldn’t be a movement; 
it should just be the way it is.  One at a time, though, we’ll take back our craft from the complacent, 
the tired, and the nervous. We will work to support anyone who wants to build up our profession. If 
that’s you, then join us and do your part to make a difference.
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Colin Kelley is a 16 year fireman of the Clark County Fire Dept (Las Vegas, 
NV). Colin enjoys fighting fire and saving lives. Colin currently works on 
the busy east side of Las Vegas. Colin has spent his career training to have 
his shit together so that when the alarm drops, he can arrive and make 
things better, not worse! Colin values risk in the support of his brothers on 
the inside. Colin loves his profession and believes all firefighters should 
be well trained, highly motivated and possess an operation for the work 
that we carry out at the scenes of our emergencies. Colin instructs around 
the country on intelligently aggressive roof operations in support of the 
attack, especially when dealing with pre-engineered construction. Support 
your local Engine company because chainsaws don’t put out fire. You can 
reach Colin at thewestcoastoffense@gmail.com or through the website 
thewestcoastoffense.com or on Facebook 

Shawn Donovan has 14 years service with the Boston Fire 
Department.  He has been assigned to engine, truck and heavy 
rescue companies. He is currently a Lieutenant on Ladder 4 in 
Roxbury.  Shawn was an adjunct instructor for BFD’s recruit program 
for 4 recruit classes, and presented at FDIC twice.  Shawn is also a 
contributor and H.O.T. instructor with Firefighter Basics

Brian Olson is a career firefighter with the Eagle Fire Department 
in Eagle, Idaho. He is a die-hard Idahoan whose family has lived in 
the state for over a century. Brian is also an instructor with Brothers 
In Battle, llc. and a member of the Treasure Valley FOOLS. He is also 
a content contributor to the firefighterrescues.com website. He’s 
passionate about many aspects of the fire service but none capture 
his thoughts, actions and enthusiasm as much as search. Brian’s a 
proud husband to his wife Heather and loving Father to his two sons, 
Easton and Elijah. In his time away from the fire service you can find 
him wandering, hunting and climbing in the endless mountains 
and backcountry haunts of Idaho. “The only thing we don’t have to 
search for is the reason why...

Bill Schnaekel Born and raised in Erie, Pennsylvania, Bill is a fifth generation 
firefighter who has had eight other relatives in the fire service since 1898. He served 
as a volunteer for six years prior to getting hired in 1998 by the Fairfax County (VA) 
Fire and Rescue Department, one hundred years after his great-great grandfather had 
joined the service. In addition to his full time career as a Lieutenant in the bustling 
4th Battalion, Bill works part time as a firefighter / chauffeur with the West York 
Fire Department (since 2003) and as a State Suppression Instructor in Pennsylvania 
(since 2006). In the past, he has served as a Battalion Training Officer and assisted 
in training both recruits and field personnel at the Fire and Rescue Academy. In 
February of 2013, he created the Facebook Page “Holding1and1“, a resource to discuss 
fireground operations and firefighter interests with his friend, Lt. Mike Dowling. - See 
more at: http://www.backstepfirefighter.com/our-riding-list/#sthash.7lfUb8eU.dpuf

Mark Carcamo is a 33.5 year veteran of the Los Angeles City Fire Department 
and is currently an 18 year Apparatus Operator (A/O) on Truck 11 in the 
Westlake/ MacArthur park neighborhood of LA. Mark has spent his entire 
career working on trucks in the busiest parts of the city. Mark instructs many 
different topics including Truck Co. Placement & Aerial Operations, Safety 
& Survival, and roof operations for the LAFD. Mark’s duties as an Apparatus 
Operator are to drive, spot the truck and operate the aerial, as well as run 
the ventilation operation once topside. Mark is a member of the “Dirty 
Half Dozen”. Mark is also one of the founding members of the West Coast 
Offense. In short, Mark is a highly experienced, grumpy, old truck driver who 
doesn’t agree with the saying “we’ll figure it out when we get there”.  If you 
care about being good at your profession then you shouldn’t either. Mark can 
be reached at thewestcoastoffense@gmail.com.
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